Fatal overdosage with disopyramide.
The most common clinical finding in five patients who died after deliberately taking overdoses of disopyramide was an early loss of consciousness after an apnoeic episode. An initial response to resuscitation and antiarrhythmic drugs in four patients was not sustained and these patients deteriorated rapidly with cardiac arrhythmias and loss of spontaneous respiration. At necropsy the appearance of the lungs in four cases was consistent with pulmonary congestion secondary to left ventricular failure.